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ACICULAR STRONTIUM CARBONATE FINE
POWDER TREATED WITH A COMBINATION
OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING A
POLYOXYALKYLENE GROUP

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an acicular strontium car-
bonate fine powder and a process for producing the same.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is known that articles of resin composition manufactured
under stress applied to specific directions show birefringence.
For instance, a film manufactured by way of stretching a
casted film generally shows birefringence. Optical articles
such as an optical lens manufactured by injection also show
birefringence.

JP 2004-35347 A describes an article of resin composition
which is free from birefringence, can be manufactured using
a resin composition containing an acicular strontium carbon-
ate powder. For example, a film of a resin composition con-
taining the acicular strontium carbonate powder which is
manufactured by stretching a casted resin film containing the
acicular strontium carbonate particles is made essentially free
from birefringence, because the birefringence shown by the
stretching of the film is cancelled by birefringence provided
by the acicular strontium carbonate particles aligned in the
stretching direction.

In most cases, the optical articles such as optical film are
required to have high transparency. The incorporation of the
acicular strontium carbonate particles in the film may disturb
the transparency of the film. In this connection, JP 2004-
35347 A describes the transparency of articles such as a film
is essentially not disturbed if the length of the incorporated
acicular strontium carbonate particles is not larger than 200
nm.

As for the manufacture of a film containing acicular stron-
tium carbonate powder therein which is essentially free from
birefringence, JP 2004-35347 A describes the procedures in
which an acicular strontium carbonate powder is dispersed in
tetrahydrofuran to prepare a dispersion, subsequently a res-
inous material is dissolved in the dispersion to give a trans-
parent polymer solution containing the acicular strontium
carbonate powder, coating the polymer solution over a glass
plate, evaporating the tetrahydrofuran from the coated solu-
tion to prepare a film, and the film is separated from the glass
plate and stretched.

In the above-mentioned procedures for manufacturing the
birefringence-free film, it is required that the acicular stron-
tium carbonate powder is well dispersed in the tetrahydrofu-
ran whereby the powder is uniformly dispersed in the
stretched film.

As is apparent from the descriptions of JP 2004-35347 A,
the acicular strontium carbonate powder should be well dis-
persed in a hydrophobic organic solvent in which the polymer
is dissolved. It is known that fine particles of inorganic mate-
rial easily aggregate in a hydrophobic organic solvent due to
van der Waals force. Therefore, fine acicular strontium car-
bonate particles having a less size are tend to aggregate in a
hydrophobic organic solvent more easily.

JP 2008-101051 A describes that carbonate particles are
treated in a hydrophilic solvent with a treating agent contain-
ing a carboxylic group, and the thus treated carbonate par-
ticles are dispersed in a disperser in the presence of a dispers-
ing agent. For instance, in the working examples, a calcium
carbonate powder is dispersed first in ethanol containing a
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surface-treating agent, the resulting dispersion is then sub-
jected to dispersing procedure, and the thus obtained disper-
sion is mixed with a polymer dissolved in a hydrophobic
methylene chloride.

Thus, JP 2008-101051 A describes preparation of a disper-
sion of carbonate powder in a polymer solution which com-
prises the step of once dispersing the carbonate powder in a
hydrophilic solvent such as ethanol, and fails to describe
preparation of a dispersion of carbonate powder by directly
dispersing the carbonate powder in a polymer solution, that is,
a hydrophobic polymer solution.

WO 2012/111692 describes that dispersability of an alka-
line earth metal carbonate micropowder in a polymer resin or
in an organic solvent is improved by treating the surface of the
alkaline earth metal carbonate micropowder with a surfactant
having a hydrophilic group and a hydrophobic group and a
group that forms an anion in water, for instance, a surfactant
comprising a carboxyl group, a linking polyoxyethylene and
an alkyl group. In the working examples, it is shown that a
strontium carbonate fine powder treated with the surfactant is
well dispersed in methylene chloride.

JP 2008-222496 A describes that a strontium carbonate
fine powder can be made well dispersible in an aqueous
medium by treating the powder with a polymer comprising a
polycarboxylic acid (or anhydride thereof) having a side
chain of polyoxyalkylene group.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

As is described in the above-mentioned JP 2004-35347 A,
the acicular strontium carbonate fine powder should have a
length of not more than 200 nm, if the acicular strontium
carbonate fine powder is incorporated into a resin material for
the use as an optical article.

The inventors of the present invention have studied dispers-
ibility of acicular strontium carbonate powder in hydrophobic
organic solvents such as methylene chloride and found that
the acicular strontium carbonate powder having a mean
length of not larger than 200 nm which is not treated with a
surface-treating agent is apt to aggregate in the hydrophobic
organic solvents and is hardly dispersed uniformly in the
hydrophobic organic solvents. They have further found that
acicular strontium carbonate powder having a mean length of
not larger than 200 nm which is treated with a surfactant
having a hydrophilic group and a hydrophobic group and a
group that forms an anion (as disclosed in WO 2012/111692)
is still apt to aggregate in the hydrophobic organic solvents
and is hardly dispersed uniformly in the hydrophobic organic
solvents.

Accordingly, an object of the invention is to provide an
acicular strontium carbonate powder that has a mean length of
not larger than 200 nm and is well dispersed in hydrophobic
organic solvents.

As aresult of the studies by the inventors, it has been found
that dispersibility of an acicular strontium carbonate powder
having a mean length of not larger than 200 nm in hydropho-
bic organic solvents is prominently improved if the powder is
pre-treated with a combination of specific surface active
agents, that is, a combination of polycarboxylic acid having a
side chain of a polyoxyalkylene group or anhydride thereof
and amine having a polyoxyalkylene group and a hydrocarbyl
group.

Accordingly, from one aspect, the invention provides an
acicular strontium carbonate fine powder having a mean
length of 150 nm or less and a mean aspect ratio of 1.5 or
more, preferably 2 or more, and containing acicular strontium
carbonate particles having a length of 200 nm or more in an



US 9,067,799 B2

3

amount of 5% or less in terms of number of acicular particles,
wherein the acicular strontium carbonate fine powder has
been treated with a combination of polycarboxylic acid hav-
ing a side chain of a polyoxyalkylene group or anhydride
thereof and amine having a polyoxyalkylene group and a
hydrocarbyl group.

From another aspect, the invention provides a process for
producing the above-mentioned acicular strontium carbonate
fine powder which comprises the steps of:

preparing an aqueous slurry which contains acicular stron-
tium carbonate particles dispersed therein, the acicular stron-
tium carbonate particles having a mean length of 150 nm or
less and a mean aspect ratio of 1.5 or more, preferably 2 or
more, and containing acicular strontium carbonate particles
having a length of 200 nm or more in an amount of 5% or less
in terms of number of acicular particles;

combining the aqueous slurry with polycarboxylic acid
having a side chain of a polyoxyalkylene group or anhydride
thereof, whereby obtaining an aqueous slurry of the acicular
strontium carbonate particles treated with the polycarboxylic
acid or anhydride thereof;

subsequently combining the aqueous slurry of the treated
acicular strontium carbonate particles with amine having a
polyoxyalkylene group and a hydrocarbyl group, whereby
obtaining an aqueous slurry of twice treated acicular stron-
tium carbonate particles; and

subsequently drying the aqueous slurry of twice treated
acicular strontium carbonate particles.

Preferred embodiments of the invention are described
below.

(1) The amine has an HLLB in the range of 4 to 10.

(2) The amine is polyoxyethylene-stearylamine.

(3) The acicular strontium carbonate fine powder has a
mean aspect ratio is not less than 2, more specifically not less
than 2.0, but not more than 5, more specifically not more than
5.0.

(4) The acicular strontium carbonate fine powder has a
mean length of 10 nm or more.

(5) The amine is used in an amount of 1.1 to 5.0 weight
parts per one weight part of the polycarboxylic acid or anhy-
dride thereof.

The acicular strontium carbonate fine powder of the inven-
tion has a mean length of 150 nm or less and a mean aspect
ratio of 1.5 or more, preferably 2 or more, and containing
acicular strontium carbonate particles having a length of 200
nm or more in an amount of 5% or less in terms of number of
acicular particles. Nevertheless, the acicular strontium car-
bonate fine powder of the invention can be well dispersed in
hydrophobic organic solvents which are generally employed
for preparing polymer solutions. Therefore, the acicular
strontium carbonate fine powder of the invention is favorably
employable for the incorporation into articles of polymer
material which are used as optical elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The acicular strontium carbonate powder comprising
acicular strontium carbonate particles which is employable
for the invention has a mean length of 150 nm or less, pref-
erably 130 nm or less, more preferably 100 nm or less, also
preferably 10 nm or more, more preferably 30 nm or more,
most preferably 50 nm or more, and a mean aspect ratio of 1.5
or more, preferably 2 or more, more preferably 2.2 or more,
also preferably 5 or less, more preferably 4 or less, and con-
taining acicular strontium carbonate particles having a length
01200 nm or more in an amount of 5% or less, preferably 3%
or less, more preferably 1% or less, in terms of number of
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acicular particles. The length and aspect ratio of the acicular
strontium carbonate powder can be determined by the known
method of analyzing a microscopic image of the powder.

The acicular strontium carbonate fine powder of the inven-
tion is characterized in that the surface of the powder com-
prising the acicular particles are treated with a combination of
polycarboxylic acid having a side chain of a polyoxyalkylene
group or anhydride thereof and amine having a polyoxyalky-
lene group and a hydrocarbyl group. It can be confirmed from
the IR spectrum of Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy
(FT-IR) that these compounds are placed on the surface of the
strontium carbonate powder.

Ithas been not known why the acicular strontium carbonate
fine powder treated with the combination of these compounds
is well dispersible in a hydrophobic organic solvent. How-
ever, the inventors assume as follows: When the acicular
powder is treated with the combination of polycarboxylic
acid having a side chain of a polyoxyalkylene group or anhy-
dride thereof and amine having a polyoxyalkylene group and
a hydrocarbyl group, the polycarboxylic acid or anhydride
thereof is predominantly attached to the acicular particles via
its carboxyl group. Thereafter, the amine is chemically or
physically connected to the side chain of a poloxyalkylene of
the polycarboxylic or its anhydride with its polyoxyalkylene
group to form a double surface layer on the acicular particle.
The thus formed double surface layer functions to physically
keep an acicular particle from other acicular particles,
whereby the acicular particles hardly aggregate. Further, in
the dry powder comprising the acicular particles having the
double surface layer thereon, the acicular particles are kept
from other acicular particles with relatively large spaces. In
addition, the hydrocarbyl group of the amine is exposed on
the surface of the acicular particle. It is known that the hydro-
carbyl group shows good affinity for hydrophobic solvents.
Due to the presence of the relatively large space between
adjoining acicular particles and the presence of the hydrocar-
byl group exposed on the surface of the acicular particles,
when the acicular strontium carbonate powder is placed in a
hydrophobic organic solvent, the hydrophobic organic sol-
vent easily enters the spaces formed between the adjoining
acicular particles, whereby the acicular strontium carbonate
powder of the invention is easily dispersed in the solvent
essentially without forming aggregates.

In the invention, the polycarboxylic acid having a side
chain of a polyoxyalkylene group is preferably in the form of
anhydride thereof. The polycarboxylic acid is commercially
available from Nichiyu Co., Ltd. under trade names of Mari-
arim AKM-0531, Mariarim AKM-1511-60, Mariarim HKM-
50A, Mariarim AKM-150A and Mariarim SC-0505K.

In the invention, the amine having a polyoxyalkylene
group and a hydrocarbyl group preferably contains two poly-
oxyalkylene groups and one hydrocarbyl group both of which
are attached to the nitrogen atom. The polyoxyalkylene group
preferably is a polyoxyethylene group. The hydrocarbyl
group preferably has 12-18 carbon atoms. The hydrocarbyl
group may contain a double bond and/or a triple bond. The
amine, which may be an amine surfactant, preferably has a
HLB (Hydrophile-Lipophile Balance) in the range of 4 to 10.
The HLB of the amine may be determined depending upon
the polarity of the organic solvent in which the acicular stron-
tium carbonate fine powder is dispersed. For instance, the
amine preferably has a HL.B of 4 to 6, if the acicular strontium
carbonate powder is dispersed in a hydrophobic organic sol-
vent having a relatively low polarity, such as cyclohexane.
However, the amine preferably has a HL.B of 7 to 10, if the
acicular strontium carbonate powder is dispersed in a hydro-
phobic organic solvent having a relatively high polarity, such
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as methylene chloride. Examples of the amine may include
polyoxyethylene-laurylamine, polyoxylethylene-steary-
lamine, polyoxyethylene-oleylamine, polyoxyethylene-alkyl
(coconut oil)amine, and polyoxyethylene (beef tallow) alky-
lamine.

The acicular strontium carbonate powder of the invention
can be produced, for instance, by a process comprising the
steps of:

preparing an aqueous slurry which contains acicular stron-
tium carbonate particles dispersed therein, the acicular stron-
tium carbonate particles having a mean length of 150 nm or
less and a mean aspect ratio of 1.5 or more, specifically 2 or
more, and containing acicular strontium carbonate particles
having a length of 200 nm or more in an amount of 5% or less
in terms of number of acicular particles;

combining the aqueous slurry with polycarboxylic acid
having a side chain of a polyoxyalkylene group or anhydride
thereof, whereby obtaining an aqueous slurry of the acicular
strontium carbonate particles treated with the polycarboxylic
acid or anhydride thereof;

subsequently combining the aqueous slurry of the treated
acicular strontium carbonate particles with amine having a
polyoxyalkylene group and a hydrocarbyl group, whereby
obtaining an aqueous slurry of twice treated acicular stron-
tium carbonate particles; and

subsequently drying the aqueous slurry of twice treated
acicular strontium carbonate particles.

The aqueous slurry preferably contains the acicular stron-
tium carbonate powder in an amount of 1 to 30 wt. %. To the
aqueous slurry may be added the polycarboxylic acid (or its
anhydride) in an amount of 1 to 30 weight parts, preferably 2
to 20 weight parts, per 100 weight parts of the strontium
carbonate powder in the slurry. The amine may be added to
the aqueous slurry in an amount of 1 to 40 weight parts,
preferably in an amount of 3 to 30 weight parts per 100 parts
of'the strontium carbonate powder in the slurry. It is preferred
that the amount of the amine is relatively large as compared
with the amount of the polycarboxylic acid (or its anhydride).
For instance, the amine is preferably added 1.1 to 5.0 times,
more preferably 1.5 to 4.0 times, as much as the polycarboxy-
lic acid (or its anhydride). The polycarboxylic acid (or its
anhydride) and amine are preferably placed in the aqueous
slurry under stirring. The amine can be preferably added to
the aqueous slurry after the polycarboxylic acid (or its anhy-
dride) is placed and dissolved in the aqueous slurry.

The aqueous slurry containing the acicular strontium car-
bonate powder treated with the polycarboxylic acid (or its
anhydride) and amine can be subsequently dried by a known
drying procedure using a spray dryer or a drum dryer.

The acicular strontium carbonate powder to be treated in
the invention can be prepared by heating an aqueous disper-
sion of fine spherical strontium carbonate particles having a
mean aspect ratio of less than 1.5 to a temperature of 60° C. or
higher, preferably in the range of 70 to 100° C., so as to cause
growth of the particle. The spherical strontium carbonate
particles preferably has a specific surface area in the range of
20 to 180 m*g, more preferably of 40 to 150 m*/g, most
preferably of 60 to 150 m*/g. The spherical strontium carbon-
ate particles are not necessarily of perfect sphere, but may be
oval or cubic having rounded corners.
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The spherical strontium carbonate fine powder is known,
as is disclosed in WO 2011/052680. The known process for
preparing the spherical strontium carbonate fine powder may
comprise carbonation of strontium hydroxide dissolved or
dispersed in an aqueous medium by introducing gaseous car-
bon dioxide into the aqueous medium under stirring in the
presence of an organic acid containing at least one of a
hydroxyl group and at least one of a carboxyl group under the
condition that the total number of these groups is 3 or more.
The aqueous solution or dispersion generally contains stron-
tium hydroxide in an amount of 1 to 20 wt. %, preferably 2 to
15 weight %, more preferably 3 to 8 wt. %. Examples of the
organic acid may include tartaric acid, malic acid and glu-
conic acid.

The invention is further described below by the non-limit-
ing examples.

Example 1

(1) Preparation of Aqueous Slurry of Acicular
Strontium Carbonate Particles

In 3 liters of pure water (cooled to 10° C.) was placed 366
g of strontium hydroxide octhydrates (special grade, purity:
>96%) under stirring to give an aqueous dispersion contain-
ing 5.6 wt. % of strontium hydroxide particles. To the stron-
tium hydroxide dispersion was added DL-tartaric acid (spe-
cial grade, purity: >99%) under stirring and the DI -tartaric
acid is dissolved in the dispersion. Into the stirred strontium
hydroxide dispersion (maintained at 10° C.) was incorporated
gaseous carbon dioxide at a flow rate of 3.75 L/min. (corre-
sponding to 22 mL/min. per one gram of strontium hydrox-
ide), until the dispersion reached pH 7, whereby producing
strontium carbonate particles. The dispersion containing the
strontium carbonate particles was further stirred for 30 min-
utes, to obtain an aqueous dispersion of strontium carbonate
particles. The obtained aqueous dispersion of strontium car-
bonate particles was then replaced in a stainless steel tank,
and heated to 80° C. for 24 hours, whereby causing growth of
the strontium carbonate particles to have an acicular shape.
The thus heated dispersion of strontium carbonate particles
was subsequently cooled to room temperature, whereby the
desired aqueous slurry of acicular strontium carbonate par-
ticles was prepared.

(2) Surface Treatment of Acicular Strontium
Carbonate Particles

In ahomo-mixer (T.K. Homomixer Mark II, available from
Prymix Co., Ltd.) was placed 3,500 g of the aqueous slurry
containing 5.8 wt. % of acicular strontium carbonate par-
ticles. The aqueous slurry was stirred by means of a stirring
paddle rotated at a rotation rate of 7.85 m/min. Under stirring,
12.2 g (6 weight parts per 100 weight parts of strontium
carbonate particles) of a polycarboxylic anhydride having a
side chain of polyoxyalkylene group (Mariarim KM-0521)
was placed in the aqueous slurry and dissolved. Subsequently,
30.5 g (15 weight parts per 100 weight parts of the strontium
carbonate particles) of polyoxyethylene-stearylamine
(Naimean S 204, HLB=8.0, available Nichiyu Co., Ltd.) was
placed in the dispersion under stirring. The thus obtained
dispersion was further stirred for one hour.
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The dispersion of thus treated strontium carbonate par-
ticles was subsequently dried by spraying it onto a stainless
steel plate heated to 120-130° C., whereby the treated stron-
tium carbonate fine powder was prepared.

Under microscopic observation, it was confirmed that the
treated strontium carbonate fine powder was in the acicular
shape. Further, the surface of the treated strontium carbonate
fine powder was observed by means of FI-IR (one-time
reflection ATR method, diamond 45°, resolution powder 4
cm™), and an IR peak assigned to the polycarboxylic acid
having a side chain of polyoxyalkylene group as well as an IR
peak assigned to the polyoxyethylene-stearylamine were
detected.

(3) Determination of Particle Size and BET Specific
Surface Area of the Surface Treated Acicular
Strontium Carbonate Powder

From the microscopic image, 1,000 particles of the acicu-
lar strontium carbonate powder were selected and determined

8
transmission decreased. In Table 1, the light transmissions for
lights of wavelengths of 400 nm, 500 nm, 600 nm, 700 nm and
800 nm are shown.

5 Comparison Example 1

The procedures of Example 1 were repeated except that the
acicular strontium carbonate particles were treated, in the
procedure of (2), with 20.3 g (10 weight parts per 100 weight

10" parts of the acicular strontium carbonate particles) of a sur-
factant having a hydrophilic group, a hydrophobic group and
a group forming an anion in water (Kaocella 8110, available
from Kao Corporation) in place of treatment with the combi-

15 nation of the polycarboxylic anhydride and amine, to obtain
an acicular strontium carbonate powder treated with the sur-
factant.

The thus treated acicular carbonate powder was subjected
to determinations of its dispersibility in methyllene chloride,

20 and its light transmissions at various wavelengths. The data of
the determinations are shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1
Particle
distribution Light transmission (%)
Dy (nm) Dev. (%) 400nm 500nm 600nm 700nm 800 nm
Example 1 243.3 63.7 5.5 17.6 30.4 40.7 49.2
Com. Ex. 1 1691 304.1 0.4 0.8 1.2 1.6 1.4

Remarks:

Dev. (%) is Standard Deviation in terms of %.

in their lengths and aspect ratios. Thereafter, the mean length
and mean aspect ratio of the acicular particles and a ratio of
number of acicular particles having a length of 200 nm or
more per total number were determined.

It was determined that the mean length was 64 nm, the
mean aspect ratio was 2.7, and a ratio of number of acicular
particles having a length of 200 nm or more per total number
was less than 0.1% (0/1000). It was also determined that the
treated acicular strontium carbonate had a BET specific sur-
face area of 74.0 m*/g.

(4) Dispersibility of the Treated Strontium Carbonate
Powder in Methylene Chloride

In 20 g of methylene chloride was placed 0.2 g of the
treated acicular strontium carbonate powder and subjected to
a dispersing procedure by means of a ultrasonic homogenizer
for 5 minutes, to prepare a dispersion containing the treated
acicular strontium carbonate particles in an amount of 1 wt.
%.

The particle distribution of the strontium carbonate par-
ticles in the dispersion was determined by a dynamic photo-
scattering method. The determined D, (particle size at or
below which the sizes of 90% of the particles belonged to)
and the standard deviation are shown in Table 1 below.

Further, the light transmission of the dispersion of the
treated acicular strontium carbonate particles was determined
by means of a spectrophotometer. If the acicular particles
were aggregated to form large aggregated masses, the light

Comparison Example 2
35

The procedures of Example 1 were repeated except that the
acicular strontium carbonate particles were treated, in the
procedure of (2), with 12.2 g (6 weight parts per 100 weight
parts of strontium carbonate particles) of a polycarboxylic
anhydride having a side chain of polyoxyalkylene group
(Mariarim KM-0521) alone in place of treatment with the
combination of the polycarboxylic anhydride and amine, to
obtain an acicular strontium carbonate powder treated with
the polycarboxylic anhydride.

Itwas found that the thus treated acicular carbonate powder
was not well dispersed in methylene chloride and precipitated
to the bottom of methylene chloride.

From the results of Example 1 and Comparison Example 1
50 shown in Table 1 and found in Comparison Example 2, it is
confirmed that the acicular strontium carbonate powder
treated with a combination of the polycarboxylic acid (or its
anhydride) and the amine does form aggregates in a less
amount and shows improved dispersibility in methyllene
chloride in comparison with the acicular strontium carbonate
powder treated with the known surfactant or the polycarboxy-
lic anhydride alone.

40

55

Example 2

60

The procedure of Example 1 were repeated except that the
gaseous carbon dioxide was introduced into the aqueous dis-
persion at a flow rate of 0.5 L/min. (corresponding to 2.9
ml./min. per one gram of strontium hydroxide) and the aque-
ous slurry was heated to 95° C. for 12 hours in the procedure
of (1), and that 12.2 g of the polycarboxylic anhydride (Mari-
arim KM-0521) and amount (30.5 g) of the polyoxyethylene-
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stearylamine were replaced with 16.24 g (8 weight parts per
100 weight parts of strontium carbonate particle) of polycar-
boxylic anhydride (Mariarim SC-0505K) and 46.69 g (23
weight parts per 100 weight parts of the strontium carbonate

particles), respectively, in the procedure (2). 5

The thus treated acicular strontium carbonate powder was
subjected to the determination of particle size and BET spe-
cific surface area in the manner as described in the procedure
(3) of Example 1.

It was determined that the mean length was 32 nm, the 10

mean aspect ratio was 2.3, and a ratio of number of acicular
particles having a length of 200 nm or more per total number
was less than 0.1% (0/1000). Further, it was determined a
ratio of number of acicular particles having a length of 100

nm or more per total number was also less than 0.1% (0/1, 15

000). It was further determined that the treated acicular stron-
tium carbonate had a BET specific surface area of 98.0 m*/g.

The particle distribution of the strontium carbonate par-
ticles in methylene chloride was determined by a dynamic

photo-scattering method. The determined Dy, and Dy, aswell 20

as the standard deviation are shown in Table 2 below.
Further, the light transmission of the dispersion of the

treated acicular strontium carbonate particles was deter-

mined, in the same manner. In Table 2, the light transmissions

are shown. 25

Example 3

The procedures of Example 2 were repeated except that

46.69 g of the polyoxyethylene-stearylamine (HLB=8.0) was 30

replaced with 48.72 g (24 weight parts per 100 weight parts of
the strontium carbonate particles) of polyoxyethylene-steary-
lamine (HLB=5.0, Naimean 5202, available Nichiyu Co.,
Ltd.) in the procedure (2).

The thus treated acicular carbonate powder was subjected 35

to determinations of its dispersibility in methyllene chloride,
and its light transmissions at various wavelengths. The data of
the determinations are shown in Table 2.

Comparison Example 3 40

The procedures of Example 2 were repeated except that the
acicular strontium carbonate particles were treated, in the
procedure of (2), with 48.72 g (24 weight parts per 100 weight

parts of the acicular strontium carbonate particles) of a sur- 45

factant having a hydrophilic group, a hydrophobic group and
a group forming an anion in water (Kaocella 8110) in place of
treatment with the combination of the polycarboxylic anhy-
dride and amine, to obtain an acicular strontium carbonate

powder treated with the surfactant. 50

The thus treated acicular carbonate powder was subjected
to determinations of its dispersibility in methyllene chloride,
and its light transmissions at various wavelengths. The data of
the determinations are shown in Table 2.
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From the results of Examples 2 & 3 and Comparison
Example 3 shown in Table 1, it is confirmed that the acicular
strontium carbonate powder treated with a combination of the
polycarboxylic acid (or its anhydride) and the amine does
form aggregates in a less amount and shows improved dis-
persibility in methylene chloride in comparison with the
acicular strontium carbonate powder treated with the known
surfactant.

[Evaluation of Dispersibility in Cyclohexane]

The dispersibility of the acicular strontium carbonate pow-
der prepared in Examples 2 and 3 in cyclohexane was evalu-
ated in the manner described below.

In 20 g of cyclohexane was placed 0.2 g of the acicular
strontium carbonate powder. The acicular strontium carbon-
ate powder was then dispersed in a ultrasonic homogenizer
for 5 minutes, to prepare a dispersion containing 1 wt. % of
acicular strontium carbonate particles. The thus prepared dis-
persion was immediately placed in a glass vessel (volume: 9
mL) and allowed to stand for 15 minutes. The conditions of
the dispersion was then observed.

The results of the observation is stated in Table 3.

TABLE 3

The acicular strontium carbonate powder treated in Example 2:
The dispersion was clear but a portion of

the particles was precipitated.

The acicular strontium carbonate powder treated in Example 3:
The dispersion was clear and no particles

were precipitated.

Itis understood from the experimental data shown in Table
3 that the acicular strontium carbonate powder treated with
polyoxyethylene-stearylamine of HLB=5 (Example 2) is
more uniformly dispersed in cyclohexane than the acicular
strontium carbonate powder treated with polyoxyethylene-
stearylamine of HLB=8 (Example 3).

What is claimed is:

1. An acicular strontium carbonate fine powder having a
mean length of 150 nm or less and a mean aspect ratio of 1.5
ormore and containing acicular strontium carbonate particles
having a length of 200 nm or more in an amount of 5% or less
in terms of number of acicular particles, wherein the acicular
strontium carbonate fine powder has been treated with a com-
bination of polycarboxylic acid having a side chain of a
polyoxyalkylene group or anhydride thereof and amine hav-
ing a polyoxyalkylene group and a hydrocarbyl group.

2. The acicular strontium carbonate fine powder of claim 1,
wherein the amine has an HLB in the range of 4 to 10.

3. The acicular strontium carbonate fine powder of claim 1,
wherein the amine is polyoxyethylene-stearylamine.

4. The acicular strontium carbonate fine powder of claim 1,
wherein the mean aspect ratio is not less than 2, but not more
than 5.

TABLE 2
Particle distribution Light transmission (%)
Dso(mm) Dgp(nm) Dev. 400nm 500nm 600nm 700 nm 800 nm
Ex.2 49.8 87.7 189 222 40.5 54.1 64.2 71.2
Ex. 3 61.6 151.3 374 8.0 21.7 36.2 47.4 57.3
Com. 3 199.2 365.4 99.5 0.3 0.8 1.2 2.8 6.9

Remarks:

Dev. is Standard Deviation in terms of %.
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5. The acicular strontium carbonate fine powder of claim 1,
wherein the mean length is 10 nm or more.
6. A process for producing the acicular strontium carbonate
fine powder of claim 1 which comprises the steps of:
preparing an aqueous slurry which contains acicular stron-
tium carbonate particles dispersed therein, the acicular
strontium carbonate particles having a mean length of
150 nm or less and a mean aspect ratio of 1.5 ormore and
containing acicular strontium carbonate particles having
alength of 200 nm or more in an amount of 5% or less in
terms of number of acicular particles;
combining the aqueous slurry with polycarboxylic acid
having a side chain of a polyoxyalkylene group or anhy-
dride thereof, whereby obtaining an aqueous slurry of
the acicular strontium carbonate particles treated with
the polycarboxylic acid or anhydride thereof;
subsequently combining the aqueous slurry of the treated
acicular strontium carbonate particles with amine hav-
ing a polyoxyalkylene group and a hydrocarbyl group,
whereby obtaining an aqueous slurry of twice treated
acicular strontium carbonate particles; and
subsequently drying the aqueous slurry of twice treated
acicular strontium carbonate particles.
7. The process of claim 6, wherein the amine has an HL.B in
the range of 4 to 10.
8. The process of claim 6, wherein the amine is polyoxy-
ethylene-stearylamine.
9. The process of claim 6, wherein the amine is used in an
amount of 1.1 to 5.0 weight parts per one weight part of the
polycarboxylic acid or anhydride thereof.

#* #* #* #* #*

20

25

30
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